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includes quantities of spare parts needed by the Vietnamese. As a 
result of the sudden and rapid withdrawal of the Frenduforces, this 
equipment had been turned over to the Vietnamese without invento- 
ry— nobody knows how much. In order to continue the, Ely-Collins 
Agreement, 1,000 French personnel would be needed in addition to 
350 Americans. The job of recovery and control would probably take 
from 6 to 12 months. 

[Here follow Dulles' remarks on China,] 


310. Memorandum of Discussion at the 279th Meeting of the 
National Security Council, Washington, March 8, 1956 1 

Present at the 279th meeting of the Council were the following: 
The President of the Unite! States, presiding; the Vice President of 
the United States; the Acting Secretary of State; the Acting Secretary 
of Defense; and the Director, Office of Defense Mobilization, Also 
present were the Secretary of the Treasury; the Attorney General (for 
Items 1 and 2); the Special Assistant to the President for Disarma- 
ment; the Director, Bureau of the Budget; the . Chairman, Atomic 
Energy Commission; the Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
the Director, U.S. Information Agency; the Chairman, Interdepart- 
mental Committee on Internal Security (for Items 1 and 2); the 
Deputy Director, Bureau of the Budget; General Thomas D, White 
for the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Director of Central Intel- 
ligence; Special Assistants to the President Anderson and Jackson; the 
Special Counsel to the President (for Item 1); the Deputy. Assistant to 
the President; the NSC Representative on Internal Security (for. It ems 
1 and 2); the White House Staff Secretary; the Executive Secretary, 
NSC; and the Deputy Executive Secretary, NSC. 

There follows a summary of the discussion at the meeting and 
the main points taken. 

[Here follows discussion of items 1. "Communist Activities in 
the U.S. , 2. Reappraisal of U.S. Policy Regarding Soviet Shipments 
Afforded Diplomatic Immunity", and 3. "Significant World Develop- 
ments Affecting U.S. Security".] 


‘Source: Eisenhower library. Whitman File, NSC Records. Top Secret. Drafted by 
Gleason on March 9. 1 
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4 . United States Objectives and Courses of Action With Respect to Southeast Asia 

(NSC 5405; Progress Report, dated December 21, 1955, by OCB 

on NSC 5405 2 ) 

After Mr. Anderson had briefed the Council on the highlights of 
the subject Progress Report, Secretary Hoover requested permission 
to point up more recent developments since the cut-off date of the 
Progress Report. Before doing so, he stated that our present policies 
with respect to Southeast Asia needed to be brought up to date, 
though many of them remain generally valid. Moreover, he pointed 
out, the news from Southeast Asia was by no means all bad. 

Secretary Hoover then commented on the closing of the U.S. 
Consulate at Hanoi on December 11, 1955. He referred to the happy 
results of the recent election in Free Vietnam, which had resulted in 
strong support of Prime Minister Diem's government. It was estimat- 
ed that 83% of those eligible to vote had actually voted. This was 
very heartening in view of the threats made by the Vietminh to dis- 
rupt this election. It was also pointed out that General O'Daniel was 
just back from Vietnam, and reported the situation there to be very 
encouraging. 

Secretary Hoover then said he would like to review with the 
Council the proposals which will be presented to Congress in con- 
nection with the request for appropriations for assistance to the sev- 
eral countries of Southeast Asia. We would be asking for an increase 
in funds earmarked for Vietnam. About the same amount as for the 
present fiscal year would be requested for Laos. There would be a 
slight increase in funds requested for Cambodia, and a marked in- 
crease in requests for assistance to Thailand. Whereas the total 
amount requested for assistance to these countries for the FY 1956 
programs had amounted to $386 million, we would be asking for 
$491 million for the programs for FY 1957. Secretary Hoover con- 
cluded with the expressed judgment that within the above program- 
ming the Administration was doing everything possible that could be 
done to achieve the objectives of the United States in the area of 
Southeast Asia. He furthermore predicted an interesting report when 
the Secretary of State returned from his current trip to the Far East. 

The President inquired as to the date of the return of Secretary 
Dulles. Secretary Hoover replied that he would return about March 
22. The President said he was glad to hear this. He had had a recent 
request that the subject of the Bricker- Amendment in its latest ver- 
sion should be the subject of discussion at a Congressional leaders 


*Not printed. (Department of State, S/S-NSC Files: Lot 63 D 3S1. NSC sans 
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meeting at The White House in the immediate future. 3 He had pre- 
ferred to wait until the Secretary of State got back. Meanwhile, said 

e President, he wished to heck he could get the whole Bricker 
Amendment blown to kingdom come. 

Governor Brucker, the Acting Secretary of Defense, then referred 
to the desire of the Defense Department to augment the size of the 
Military Ass^tance Advisory Group in Vietnam. Secretary Hoover 
replied that he sympathized with this objective, and that the State 
Department had been working very hard to achieve it. Unfortunately 
this was a complex and difficult problem. ITie President interrupted 
to say, let s keep pegging at it, and Secretary Hoover went on to say 
Uiat even the sending in of U.S. forces to constitute salvage teams to 
rmg ; back U.S. military equipment no longer useful in Free Vietnam 
had been protested by the British, the French, the Indians, and the 
Canadians. All of them thought that such a move would constitute a 
provocation under the term* of the Geneva Armistice Agreement. 

Secretary Brucker agairt pointed out that U.S. equipment to the 
value of between $50 million and $75 million was going unused in 
Vietnam. It would be very desirable if we could get this equipment 
back home through an increase in the size of our MAAG. The Presi- 
dent asked whether we could not get even the British and Canadians 
to let us go in and salvage our own military materiel. 

Secntey Hoover replied by stating his belief that such a move 
would be possible only if the U.S. personnel sent in to salvage the 
matend were civilians. The British strongly objected to any increase 
in U.S. uniformed personnel in the present circumstances. After fur- 
ther discussion, the President suggested that Secretary Brucker inves- 

gate the possibility of salvaging this materiel by recourse to civilian 
contract arrangements. 

The National Security Council ; 4 

iect bv N S: d ^l SCUSSe r d th « reference Progress Report on the sub- 
L t- ^ r* f Op era tions Coordinating Board, and a supplementarv 
statement by the Acting Secretary of State on recent development 
and « *. propo«d Fiscal Yea, 1957 foreign assistance 

b. Directed the NSC Planning Board to prepare a revised state- 
ment of policy on Southeast Asia, bringing existing policies up to 
date on both a regional and country basis P 

. c,. Noted the President's request that the Department of Defense 

n^Sueh'mfans 1 ?^ r Salvagillg U - S - equipment in Free Viet- 
nam through means of civilian contract arrangements. 

1768 ff" d0CUmentation on * e is6ue - *>r<ign Relations, 1952-1954, vol. i, Part 2, pp. 
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Note: The action in c above, as approved by the President, subse- 
quently transmitted to the Secretary of Defense. 

[Here follows discussion of item 5. "FY 1957 MDAP Objective 
for Thailand."] 

S. Everett Gleason 


311. Telegram From the Secretary of State to the Department of 
State 1 


New Delhi , March 10 \ 1956—11 p.m. 

Secto 40. Vietnam. 

(a) Secretary brought up matter of operation to salvage our 
equipment in South Vietnam. Nehru made notes but did not indicate 
position. Secretary expressed it as something we planned to do and 
hoped it would have approval of Indian Government and its repre- 
sentatives on ICC. Secretary gathers Nehru may communicate with 
us later. 

(b) They also discussed in general position of ICC. Nehru said 
he concerned at attitude of Diem; that he thought Diem, having in- 
herited French position, took it with all the liabilities including armi- 
stice obligations. Secretary said he did not think principle of inherit- 
ance applied this way since Diem had explicitly said he did not and 
would not accept armistice agreement. Nehru said that position of 
Commission becoming very difficult. He concerned in Laos balance 
of violation was against the Pathet-Laos, but said in Vietnam it was 
the other way. Secretary said he felt this not so; that while there 
might be few minor violations in south, there tremendous military 
build up in north contrary to armistice agreement. 

Dulles 


1 Source: Department of State, Central Files, 751 G. 00/5-105 6. Secret. Repeated for 
information to Saigon. Dulles was in New Delhi March 9 and 10 as part of his trip to 
nine Asian countries following the SEATO Council Meeting in Karachi. (Princeton Li- 
brary, Dulles Papers, Dulles' Appointment Book) 

A report of these Dulles-Nehru discussions in the form of a memorandum of con- 
versation, March 10, is in Department of State, Secretary's Memoranda of Conversa- 
tion: Lot 64 D 199. *• , 

r Briefing material for the Secretary's discussions is ibid., FE Conference Files: Lot 60 
D 514, Post-SEATO Trip, 1956. 




